Artifact Reflection

Title of Artifact: Fact Families                                                Date Completed: 10/03/12
Describe Artifact
Fact Families was a lesson I created in Methods of Teaching Mathematics.  I chose a Smartboard lesson to fit in with the teacher’s lesson plans for that week.  The lesson demonstrated the concepts of multiplication and division through grouping.  Students were able to use technology to aid in problem solving when practicing their facts.
Alignment Reflection
This artifact addresses Standard 5 (The teacher understands how to connect concepts and use differing perspectives to engage learners in critical thinking, creativity, and collaborative problem solving related to authentic local and global issues).
The Facts lesson plan was directed toward 3rd grade students.  The students sat in front of the Smartboard for the lesson.  They listened and answered questions about fact families as I wrote on the Smartboard.  They used critical thinking to create multiplication sentences first.  Next, they rearranged the numbers to make division sentences.  I demonstrated how I would work with students individually by calling up a volunteer.  Students then went to their computers to practice their facts on Sumdog.com while I worked with each of them individually, one on one at the Smartboard. Students who did not grasp the concept were given more one on one practice time.
The beginning of the lesson was an interactive review of the previous day’s math lessons.  It was obvious the review was necessary as some students still had not grasped the concept of Fact Families.  The review allowed for reteaching of the idea of how multiplication and division fact sentences require the same three numbers, when in the same “family”.  Working with the whole class, allowed me to see who the children were that would need more practice.  Allowing students to go to their computers to work on facts made it possible for them to work at their levels. At the same time I was able to work with individual students to help them do some problem solving on what it was they were not comprehending. 
Personal Reflection

Originally, I had a Smartboard lesson on Fact Families that I found online and modified.  The day before the lesson I made sure the program worked.  The following day it did not work for some reason.  The lesson learned with technology is to, “always have a backup plan”.

I realized how important it is to meet with students one on one once in a while to assess if they have learned the objective of the lesson. The lesson could have been improved by putting students into two groups (higher and lower levels) while reviewing.  More time could be spent with the group who needed additional help. 
My goal is to learn more about how to incorporate more technology into my classroom.  I feel students are more engaged when using technology as opposed to just pencil and paper.  I also want lessons where students are interacting with the teacher and each other.  I plan on doing this by participating in workshops, learning from coworkers and doing my own research.
