Artifact Reflection
Title of Artifact: 5th Grade Informational Brochure       Date Completed: 10/18/13
Describe Artifact
For Standard 1, I created a brochure as a resource for parents of fifth graders.  I created the brochure in EDU 302 Educational Psychology.  The brochure includes four areas of development, online resources for parents, suggested reading, and recommendations on how to “Be There” for your child.
Alignment Reflection
This artifact best aligns with Standard 1 (The teacher understands how learners grow and develop, recognizing that patterns of learning and development vary individually within and across cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional, and physical areas, and designs and implements developmentally appropriate and challenging learning experiences).
The information in the brochure allows me understand the physical, social, emotional, and cognitive development of a fifth grader.  I know that students of the same age and grade can develop at different levels.  I recognize they like to socialize, they may be going through growth spurts, they enjoy cooperative games, and they are able to concentrate for longer periods of time.
The area of the brochure designed as a cue for parents to “Be There” for their children offers many suggestions that serve as reminders to me as well.  When parents can’t be there for their students it may be my job to provide that emotional support needed for personal growth.

Finally, I am aware that because of the range of cognitive levels, I might have to access students differently.  There are many ways to access students to inquire if they have obtained knowledge.
Personal Reflection
Through creating this brochure, I realized teachers and parents need reminders that their students/children grow and develop at different levels.  For example; a reminder that fifth graders naturally like to converse, might lead to better classroom management and parenting. Somehow throughout my lessons and daily activities, I have to creatively fit in social time.  I also will remember for each grade level students develop differently in several categories.

Creating a brochure for which ever grade level I teach will be something that I will implement into my classroom letters home or possibly during open house.  This artifact will impact my teaching experience as a reminder that all students are diverse.  I can not expect the same performance for each student.
