Artifact Reflection
Title of Artifact Readers Theatre Video                              Date Completed Spring 2013
Describe Artifact
For Standard 10, I and two of my classmates hosted a readers theatre at Keshena Head Start for my EDU 308 Methods of Language Arts class.  We focused on the younger youth in the community to encourage reading.  Parents, teachers, youth and community members were all invited.  We incorporated three books into our visit; Chica Chica Boom Boom, Brown Bear Brown Bear, and Punk Rock Farm. 

Each daycare child had a choice of one of the three books.  We combined a Reading Raccoon into one of our stories.  The Reading Raccoon was actually another student in a raccoon costume. Everyone was fed pizza after the readers theatre performances.
Alignment Reflection
This artifact addresses Standard 10 (The teacher seeks appropriate leadership roles and opportunities to take responsibility for learning, to collaborate with learners, families, colleagues, other school professionals, and community members to ensure learner growth, and to advance the profession).

The main focus for our readers theatre was to promote reading throughout the community.  Inviting parents was a good idea so that they see how as a school district reading is valued.  They had the opportunity to see their children engaged in books being read to them with expression.

The readings were also important for day care staff to observe.  Day care is sometimes viewed as just playing.  That is no longer true.  We have to read to young learners starting at their earliest stages to ensure growth.

Giving each child a book can help their reading in many ways.  First, they will remember the experience and be able to connect the presentation with the book.  Next, it might encourage being read to at home.  Children may ask their parents to read to them.  Finally, children and parents may begin to value books and events that promote reading when they otherwise may have not.
Personal Reflection
I feel getting involved in the community you work in is important as a professional.  It will give the community and its organizations the chance to see you that I care about their community and families.  If students see me in their community it may help me make that connection between student and teacher.  
My goal is to be actively involved in community events.  I’m not always comfortable showing up alone or when not personally invited but, I want parents to see me inside and outside of the classroom.  

My hope is that parents will see that I care about their children, family and community.  I think parents will be more willing to communicate with me if they see me at events outside of the classroom.  In the long run I hope to gain their support for their child’s education.
